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ichard Gale is one of
Western Australia’s leading
advertising and commercial
photographers; so to get a
real ‘insiders’ insight into

what it takes to take some of Australia’s
best shots we asked Perth Creative
Director, Vaughan Sutherland, to
expose the real creative soul of Gale
and his work.

I first worked with Richard nearly
25 years ago on a now famous set of
shots for WA hotel icon Observation
City; and recently, I hired him for a
killer 14 day shoot up the Kimberley
Coast of Western Australia aboard a
new expedition vessel called ‘the K2O’.
The fact that he’s still working at the
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highest level; and taking such bloody
great shots, is testimony itself to his
extraordinary talent.

Challenges like shooting in the
isolation and tricky, harsh light of the
Kimberley seem to bring out the very
best in Richard, allowing him to draw
on a deep well of professional
experience and creative ingenuity. The
ultra-wide panoramas Richard has
created on film of this ancient
‘aquascape’ are masterful in their
intuitive interpretation of this rare
wilderness – somehow capturing and
combining the incomparable
awesomeness of the place with a feeling
of absolute, all encompassing peace.
They are uncanny – probably

unequalled in terms of photographic
essays of this most marvelous piece of
the planet.

In the mid 80s it was Richard that
legendary Australian ad agency Mojo
entrusted to recreate the New York
Yacht Club and the Americas Cup for
the famous "They said you’d never
make it" advertising campaign for
‘Bondie’s’ (then owned) Swan Brewery.
It took weeks to faithfully recreate the
cup room at the NYYC along with the
Americas Cup itself; and three grueling
days for Gale to produce the iconic
series of photographs – some
incorporating Ben Lexen and the entire
Australia 11 crew. 

Remember, this was the time before
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digital ‘Photoshop’ post production; and
all those special lighting effects had to
happen on the film and in the camera.
And you needed exceptional talent and
technical skills to pull it off.      

Tourism icons and Richard Gale
photography must be creatively welded
together. An arresting graphic aerial
shot of camels being led down Broome’s
Cable Beach at sunset opened the eyes
of the tourism world to this sleepy pearl
of a town basking on the world’s best
beach back in 1989 One shot so
different and graphically potent that it
went on to win a clutch of highly prized
creative and photographic awards
focusing even more light on the talents
of irrepressible Gale.

The camels were soon to be followed
by another Broome photographic icon –
this time to be laconically nick-named
"the bum"– as Richard’s shot, low and

from behind,  of a bikini-clad (and I use
the term ‘clad’ very loosely) seated girl,
meditating on Cable Beach.  This was 
to become the very essence a Broome
holiday and the new 5-star Cable Beach
Club. I still have to bite my thumb to
this day when this now 15 year old 
shot pops up on yet another brochure 
or poster.

Recently Gale again combined his
love of exotic tourism locations with
scantily clad young women – although
not at the same time.

He first traveled to the isolated
Indonesian paradise of Salawasi to
shoot a series of photographic portfolios
for the island’s best 5-star hotels. As his

photographs hauntingly document, this
is a place of great beauty and strange
‘black-magical’ contrasts. Where on one
hand you are served with the most
exquisite chocolate profiteroles by an
impeccably attired Belgian ‘sous’ chef –
and on the other invited by tribal chiefs
to photograph macabre burial sites,
hundreds of years old, where the dead
have been placed in coffins carved in the
sides of cliffs – their skulls and bones,
bleached by time, on display for all to
see. But somehow Richard manages to

turn this seemingly macabre ritual into 
a sensitive and intriguing pictorial.

Then, back in Perth on a perfect
spring day (which is also his birthday)

AN ARRESTING GRAPHIC AERIAL SHOT OF CAMELS BEING LED DOWN
BROOME’S CABLE BEACH OPENED THE EYES OF THE TOURISM WORLD
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